
The KEO Memorial Scholarship  

Mother-Son Essay Contest 

 

This scholarship is sponsored by the KEO Memorial Scholarship Fund in memory of Kevin Eugene O’Neil, Class of 
2003.  Kevin attended Bishop McNamara High School from his sophomore to senior years. He was an honor 
student, National Merit Scholar, and recipient of the Morehouse College Presidential Scholarship.  Kevin was 
active in academic clubs, a member of the swim, soccer and football teams. He also attended the very first 
Mother-Son Brunch, which was coordinated by his mother, Mrs. Robin O’Neil, in 2001. This scholarship honors 
the life and legacy of Kevin O’Neil.    
 

All current BMHS male students are eligible to apply for the scholarship. 
 

 

HOW TO ENTER 

Eligible students must complete the assigned cover page and submit your two page doubled space essay on the 
topic: 

 

My SONshine: Destined for Greatness, the love you give: “Be the change you want to see in the world” 

{Gandhi}  

Discuss the influences your mother has on your journey toward the formation of your fundamental truths, 

ideals, morals, and actions; what changes can you make in your world as you journey towards global citizenship?  
 
The essay must be no less than two pages (500 words min) and typewritten on 8 by 11 ½ inch paper with one-
inch margins on all sides.  The font may be 12 point Times Roman, Cambria or Calibri.   Please include word 
count. Entries must be submitted online to reoneil@passportstocollege.org no later than 11:59 on 3/25/19. 

Submissions will be judged on your writing style, content, grammar and originality. Judges will look for clear, 
concise writing that is articulate, logically organized and well-supported. Entries that are incomplete, 
incomprehensible or handwritten will be disqualified for consideration.  

AWARD 

The winning essay must demonstrate a comprehensive understanding of the essay subject. In the event that 
there is an insufficient number of qualified entries or if the judges determine in their sole discretion there are no 
entries or too few entries that meet the quality standards established to award the scholarship, the sponsor 
reserves the right not to award the scholarship. 

The winner will be announced at the Mother-Son Brunch and awarded a $1,000 scholarship.  The winner must 
attend the Brunch. If the scholarship is awarded to a senior student it must be used toward tuition and/or 
expenses related to his college education.  If awarded to a 9th, 10th or 11th grade student, the Scholarship must 
be applied toward the student’s tuition for the 2016-17 school terms at BMHS.  The Scholarship will be 
distributed on July 28th or upon enrollment at the applicable school.   

All students who submit a completed application will be eligible to receive a Certificate of Participation. 
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