
MOTHER MARY OF THE SEVEN DOLORS, M.S.C.
MAR?ANITES OF HOLY CROSS
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"Let us call to mind the very serious
obligations involved in Christian education.
They demand the Iove of a parent, the
watchfulness of a guardian angel, the zeal
of an apostle, as well as the humility of a
genuinely religious person." (23 0ctober
1895). "The church has approved our
mission to transform our neighbor by the
humble but zealous teaching of the gospel
especially to the poor and abandoned, by
caring for the suffering poor, and most of
all by our example." (2 July 1896)

REFLECTION

One of the most significant differences in my experience as a Holy Cross
educator of students in grades 7 to 12 and toddler to grade 6 has been growing
in my understanding of the total trust the youngest students and parents have
in me. The most blessed part of my day has been greeting the students in the
morning. Leaving their parents at the car, they take the hand of teachers and,
whether happy or sad, greet me many times with hugs and stories as they say
goodbye to their room or dad. At that moment, we become the parent, the
guardian angel, and role model. Our students are more than just learners in
our classrooms. We teach, support, nurture and guide the whole person, both
heart and mind. We help them academically but also model for them' the
morals and values taught in the gospel and help them learn how to treat others.

Our students place their utmost trust in us. As students grow older, this
continues. Soon they will spend far more time with us at school then at home.
And as in any family, children bring joys to share and challenges to address.
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But the call Mother Mary has for us is to remind ourselves and keep up front
and center the question, "How would I want my own child to be treated in this
situation?" If we could see our students, no matter how flawed, as their parents
do, would we respond differently? Would we help more? Listen a bit more
deeply? Be a bit more patient? Can we open our hearts as Holy Cross educators
to love our students with the love a parent as they journey with us in becoming
the person God has called them to be? I believe we can and that is what makes
us a Holy Cross family.
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