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Sophomore Social Studies: Application Project 

 
Please check your area(s) of interest: 
 

  Honors Western Civilization 

   

  Advanced Placement European History^ 

 
Course Offerings: 
 

The Social Studies Department at Bishop McNamara currently offers two (2) tracts for the sophomore year.  The 
majority of sophomores are required to complete Western Civilization (College Preparatory).  However, sophomores 
tracked for the higher levels of learning have the opportunity to take several courses.  Most should consider taking 
Honors Western Civilization. 

While this class provides students the opportunity to learn at a more experienced level, it is not the most sophisticated 
social studies course offered during sophomore year.  Students interested in more challenging material may want to 
consider taking an Advanced Placement Social Studies course.  Presently, the Social Studies Department offers 
Advanced Placement European History for sophomores. 

 Advanced Placement European History fulfills the required credits for Western Civilization or Honors Western 
Civilization.  This course involves nothing short of a rigorous regiment and a challenging final examination.  Should a 
student perform well on this examination, he/she will earn college credits in high school (thus placing out of the required 
college course). 

 
Application Pre-requisites: 
 

Selection for any of the above mentioned courses is completely at the discretion of the Social Studies Department.  I, 
Mr. Molchan, currently am in charge of application into any of these areas of interest.  Therefore, students desiring taking 
any of the above mentioned courses must complete an application project for Mr. Molchan.  The criteria for the projects 
are as follows: 
 
Application: Honors Western Civilization 
 

Students must complete two (2) of the following.  First, students must answer some general questions about the field 
of history.  Those questions are attached to this survey. 
 

Secondly, students must read an excerpt from Homer’s The Iliad and answer three (3) accompanying questions.  
Each response should be no less than a paragraph (5-7 sentences) ╪.  Typical responses should include ideas (possibly 
direct quotations) from the text to support his/her answer.  Exemplary answers will not only include ideas from the text, but 
also demonstrate creativity & incisiveness (in other words, impress the teacher). 

 
The article can be found at Mr. Molchan’s website under Application Projects& Summer Reading for Mr. 

Molchan.  The passage can be found on the first page (or pgs. 48–50) of the electronic source titled Sources of 
the Western Tradition Vol 1 Perry Ancient Greece.  Here is the link to my website.  Students can also find the link 
to my website at our school homepage.  Merely go to faculty & staff, find my name, and a link to my website will 
be provided.  

 
<https://sites.google.com/a/bmhs.org/mr-molchans-history-classes-at-bmhs/application-projects-for-mr-
molchan> 
 
Application: Advancement Placement European History 
 

Students must complete two (2) of the following.  First, students must answer some general questions about the field 
of history.  Those questions are attached to this survey. 

Secondly, students must read four (4) of the following excerpts: 
 
 (Homer) The Iliad 
 (Hippocrates) The Sacred Disease: The Separation of Medicine from Myth 
 (Thucydides) Method of Historical Inquiry 
 (Critias) Religion as a Human Invention 

 
Once complete, students must answer accompanying questions about attached to each source.  There are three 

questions for Homer, and one (1) question for each of the three (3) following sources; thus, students need to respond to 
six (6) questions total.  Each response should be no less than a paragraph (5-7 sentences).  Typical responses should 



include ideas (possibly direct quotations) from the text to support his/her answer.  Exemplary answers will not only include 
ideas from the text, but also demonstrate creativity & incisiveness (in other words, impress the teacher). 
 

The article can be found at Mr. Molchan’s GOOGLE website under Application Projects for Mr. Molchan.  The 
passage can be found on the first pages (or pgs. 48–57) of the electronic source titled Sources of the Western 
Tradition Vol 1 Perry Ancient Greece.  Here is the link to my website.  Students can also find the link to my 
website at our school homepage.  Merely go to faculty & staff, find my name, and a link to my website will be 
provided.  

 
<https://sites.google.com/a/bmhs.org/mr-molchans-history-classes-at-bmhs/application-projects-for-mr-
molchan> 
 
Notes: 
 
╪  Students may write more than one (1) paragraph for each response.  Answers are not based on quantity. If a student 
needs to write more than one (1) paragraph to adequately answer a question, so be it.  
 
^  Students who are unsure of which course to enroll into, my suggestion is to either complete BOTH application 
requirements OR at least complete the requirements for Advanced Placement European History (AIM HIGH!).  Your 
efforts in this project will help determine your matriculation into each course. 
 
Project Guidelines: 
 

The final draft of your project must be typed, double-spaced, 12 pt. Font (Times New Roman or Arial).  No outside 
research is necessary.  Mr. Molchan is merely evaluating whether or not you understood the sources, how well you 
support your answer with relevant detail, AND how clearly each student presents his/her response. 

(One final note) If students do not complete any of the aforementioned application projects, he/she WILL NOT BE 
considered for advanced placement OR honors course next year (NO EXCEPTIONS).  This means that students must 
take accountability for their future courses of action.  If students desire academic challenges, the first demonstration will 
be expressed in the completion of these projects. 
 
Due Date: 
 

Please turn this assignment into Mr. Molchan no later than Friday February 6, 2015.  Students are to physically turn 
in their applications to Mr. Molchan in RM 214 no later than 3:30pm this day.  If you are absent, please send an electronic 
copy to me at geoffrey.molchan@bmhs.org.  This will give me ample to time to review your responses.  Once completed, I 
will personally will send you (& Guidance) notification of which course you will be placed your sophomore year. 

Should you require extra help or clarification in this matter, feel free to see Mr. Molchan in RM 214 after school (OR 
Period 3 Maroon Day, OR Period 2 Gold Day during the day).  I’m sure other teachers will be accessible for advice as 
well.  DON’T HESITATE to ask for help should you require any.  GOOD LUCK! 
 

Mr. Molchan 
 

Sophomore Social Studies (Honors & AP) 

Application Project: Free Response Questions 

 
Students are to answer the following questions in no less than one (1) paragraph each.  Exemplary paragraphs 

should range between five (5) & seven (7) sentences. 
No outside research is necessary.  I would prefer that you give your understanding of the questions based on your 

prior knowledge.  However, should students require extra help, dictionaries or encyclopedias are permitted.  Please 
include any relevant titles of sources at the end of the responses. 

(One Final Note) I am not looking for correct answers or wrong answers in this exercise.  The goal of this 
writing sample to is demonstrate your attention to specific examples, as well as the use of details.  The purpose of writing 
in social studies is to promote a position AND then support the argument with corroborating evidence.  GOOD LUCK! 

 
QUESTION I  What is history?  What is history about? 
 
QUESTION II  Why study history?  What purpose does it serve? 
 
QUESTION III  Define the term civilization?  What does it mean to be civilized? 
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